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Serial Number: 09/535158 
Art Unit: 2852 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation imder 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 12 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentable over Wada et. 
al. in view of the admitted prior art of record. Wada et al. teaches a latent image bearing member 
I having a potential thereon; a developing device 12, the developing device including, a 
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conveyor member 2-3 configured to convey the one-component developer from a one-component 
developer supply anti to a developing region vs^here pant of the developer-bearing member is 
closely spaced next to a part of the latent image bearing member 1 , a thin layer forming, device 7 
configured to form the one-component developer being conveyed on the conveyor member into a 
uniform thin layer having a height corresponding to 1 to 1.5 times the diameter of the toner 
particles of the one-component developer. The development region includes a gap between the 
conveyor surface portion and the opposed photoconductive surface portion that is equal to or less 
than about 150 micron. 

Wada et al. also teaches as image forming apparatus comprising means for bearing a 
latent image including image areas and means for applying a developing bias voltage 10 to the 
means for conveying when the developing operation is performed; the thin layer forming device 
7 configured to form the one-component developer on the conveyor member 1 into a uniform 
thin layer having a height corresponding to 1 to 1 .5 times a diameter of the toner particles of the 
one-component developer (Figures 2-3; column 8). Wada et al. does not teach a two level 
developing method. 

The admitted prior art of record teaches that a two level developing method is 
conventional (specification: page 1, lines 12-18). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary shill in the art at the time tile invention was made to use the teaching of Wada et al. v^th 
an image forming device using a developing method such as taught by the admitted prior art of 
record to also avoid agglomerates and obtain agglomerates free developer (column 1, line 65 - 
column 2, line 5). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant continues to argues that the admitted prior art of record does not teach what 
was known conventionally in the United states but what was known only in Japan. The admitted 
prior art discusses what was known in a printing device and thus what is known wherever the 
printing device is located and patented. Further, it is clearly not applicant's position that 
applicant invented two level developing. The admitted prior art of record does not state that 
applicant is referring only to what is known in Japan. The text communicates what is known to 
one of ordinary skill in the printing art. 

Applicant argues that the location of the teaching of the height of the developer and the 
gap has not been indicated in the reference. The height of the developer is set by the depth of the 
grooves and the regulating member and are thus 1/4 to 3 times the diameter of the developer and 
is clearly discussed in column 8 and shown in Figures 2 or 3. 

Applicant argues that the reference does not teach the toner layer has a height 
corresponding to 1 to 1.5 times the diameter of the toner particles and this is not the same as the 
gap spacing of the blade and the final layer thickness. The height of the developer is set by the 
depth of the grooves and the regulating member and are thus 1/4 to 3 times the diameter of the 
developer. 

The claims remain rejected as discussed above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 13 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
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claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claims 1-11, 14-25, and 28-29 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Quana Grainger whose telephone number is 703-308-7616, The examiner 
can normally be reached on weekdays between the hours of 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grimley can be reached on 703-308-1 373. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9318 for regular 
communications and 703-872-9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-306-343 1 . 




[Quana Grainger 
imary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 



QG 

October 29, 2003 
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